Open letter to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights: Urgent action
needed to end state violence in Indian controlled Kashmir, August 31, 2016
Mr. Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson
52 rue des Pâquis
CH-1201 Geneva, Switzerland.
Re: Urgent action needed to end state violence in Indian-controlled Kashmir
We are writing to you to express our concern about the situation in Indian-controlled Kashmir
where the already subjected population is currently living in a state of siege due to the massive
violence unleashed by the Indian forces. We appreciate your decision to create a fact-finding
mission and deplore the refusal of the Indian government to allow access to UN human rights
monitors.[i] In the absence of such a mission, we feel it incumbent upon civil society groups to
provide regular updates on the situation.
We, the Kashmir Scholars Action Group, are an interdisciplinary group of scholars of various
nationalities engaged in research on the region of Kashmir. Our research on the Kashmir conflict
addresses its history, its consequences for the region and beyond, and its possible resolution. It
examines the implications for an internationally mediated political solution, and is of relevance
to policy makers. Based on our long and active engagement with civil society groups in Indiancontrolled Kashmir, we have undertaken to document and communicate the situation on the
ground since the Indian state’s violence against civilians has continued to mount from July 7th,
2016 onwards. Each of us has written about Kashmiri history, society and politics; and we are
particularly concerned about the present conditions of violence. We write to you now as part of
our urgent efforts to check the brutality of the state’s response to Kashmiris, who have mobilized
in support of their demand for azadi (freedom). Even as we will go on to list some of the details
of the humanitarian crisis, we wish to make clear that we are calling not only for the resumption
of basic civil services, the rule of law, and the restoration of human rights in Kashmir, but, most
importantly, for an internationally mediated political solution for this ongoing crisis.
The Kashmir conflict is not an "internal matter" for India to resolve on its own terms. Neither is
it a matter to be resolved bilaterally by negotiations between India and Pakistan, if only because
they have failed to do so for over seventy years. The conflict cannot be resolved without
determining the wishes of the Kashmiri people, through direct means such as the referendum
promised by UN Security Council resolutions in 1948, the conditions of which both Pakistan and
India have failed to fulfill.[ii]
The demand for self-determination, though denied for decades, has historically kept resurfacing
in the region. The militarized Line of Control (L.O.C) adds to the economic, social and political
alienation of many communities and divides the people on both sides of Kashmir. Furthermore,
each state has strengthened the detachment between the sub-regions; Kashmir, Ladakh, Jammu
on the Indian side, and Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan on the Pakistani side, through the

continued use of ‘divide and rule’ policies and propagandist use of mass media, further
obscuring the political demands of the people. However, a number of polls, including one
conducted by The Chatham House in the UK[iii], routinely affirm the demand for an end to
Indian rule in Indian-controlled Kashmir. It is therefore the responsibility of the United Nations
to initiate and monitor the processes that would lead to a resolution of the issue.
*
Soon about to enter its third month, curfew continues to be enforced by Indian authorities in
major parts of the region. In this period, nearly 70 people have been killed, over 500 blinded by
pellet-shotguns, and over 6000 maimed and wounded. There were extensive communication
blockades; phones and the Internet were routinely suspended.[iv] Newspapers had their phone
lines cut and their editors were required to censor news of the dead and the injured. Food and
fuel supplies were also limited in different parts of Kashmir. In sum, Kashmiris have suffered
enormously. The region is fast descending into a humanitarian crisis, and needs immediate
attention with concrete provisions for an internationally mediated political solution.
Over five hundred people, the majority of them teenagers (14%) and many young children under
the age of ten, have been blinded by the "non-lethal" pellet guns used by the Indian forces.[v]
The number of wounded is estimated to be over six thousand. According to a filing made by the
CRPF to the JK High Court, 1.3 million pellets have been used up in 34 days.[vi]
- Indian forces have attacked ambulances and hospitals. Drivers have been shot, while tear gas
has been used inside medical wards.[vii]
- Army patrols in cities and towns are breaking into homes and attacking residents.[viii]
- Blanket repression against Kashmiri media. Journalists and photographers have been attacked
and beaten.[ix] All pro-freedom political leaders are under arrest.[x] Human rights groups that
cover Kashmir are charged with sedition for hosting events with Kashmiri families of victims of
Indian state violence.[xi]
- On August 20th, the Jammu Transporters’ Union and Oil Tanker Owners’ Association formally
refused to supply petrol and cooking gas to the Kashmir valley. The only access road to Kashmir
since 1947 runs through Jammu.[xii]
- The elected government and civil administration more broadly has been missing through this
period, with all decisions seemingly in the hands of Indian security personnel. Nor is there any
attempt being made to return to civilian authority; on the other hand, 2600 soldiers of the Border
Security Force have been inducted into Kashmir, and they have occupied important college and
school buildings.[xiii]
*
We, the Kashmir Scholars Action Group, stress the urgent need for the international community
to live up to its responsibility to mediate a peaceful and just resolution in light of the desires of
Kashmiri people and the UN mandated guidelines on the conflict with a due representation to
Kashmiris.

In practical terms, we recommend that OHCHR does not shelve its plans for a fact-finding
mission, but instead, until a visit to Kashmir is possible, it invites representatives of civil society
to visit Geneva to testify before such a body. This might include groups like the Association of
Parents of Disappeared Persons (APDP), the Srinagar High Court Bar Association, Jammu and
Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS), as well as members of the doctors, journalists,
photographers and traders associations. We are in touch many of these groups and would be glad
to facilitate such visits.
We urge the UN and the international community to take the following steps:
1) Demand that the Indian government stop violence against Kashmiri civilians with immediate
effect.
2) Create a UN Commission of Inquiry that investigates all incidents of firing on unarmed
protesters to date and all other cases of human rights violations.
3) Work forcefully to demilitarize both sides of the Line of Control between India and Pakistan.
Further, to demilitarize all of Kashmir and immediately revoke impunity laws such as the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act.
4) Create credible mechanisms for accountability and justice, (such as an international criminal
tribunal), for human rights abuses in Kashmir over the past three decades, including extrajudicial
killings, torture, sexual and gendered violence, enforced disappearances and unknown and mass
graves.[xiv]
5) Create mechanisms and procedures that will allow Kashmiris on both sides of the Line of
Control to meet freely and discuss their political futures
6) Recognize the right of the Kashmiri people to determine their own political future, and to
mediate a just settlement based on the right to self-determination. In this process, international
monitors must ensure that there is no government reprisal or intimidation against the people of
Kashmir as they discuss future arrangements and express their political aspirations.
We can be contacted via email at kashmirscholars@yahoo.com. Updates and relevant
information will be posted at kashmirscholars.wordpress.com.
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