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Kashmiris are an indigenous people whose extant recorded history in Kashmir dates back to at least 2500 

BCE.  Various religions have been predominant in Kashmir during different periods of history.  Today, 

Kashmiris are Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus, Buddhists, and Christians.   Kashmir, the heartland of the 

Kashmiri people, is contested territory.  There are various longstanding conflicts in and over Kashmir that 

have resulted in the mass violation of the fundamental rights of the Kashmiri people for generations.  At 

the heart of these conflicts is the longstanding denial of the Kashmiri people’s right to self-determination 

and the use of state violence to suppress ongoing demands for fundamental rights.  Under international 

law, as recognized by the United Nations, Kashmir is subject of an international territorial dispute and 

occupied territory.  The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) has for decades demanded that the 

international territorial dispute over Kashmir be settled by a fair and impartial plebiscite.  The applicable 

UNSC Resolutions include Resolution 47 of 1948. 

The Government of India controls, and militarily occupies, a large swathe of the historic territory of 

Kashmir.  The Government of India is an occupying power who has not complied with its international 

obligations to the Kashmiri people.  It has, instead, committed mass violations and war crimes against that 

people in its ongoing campaign to suppress demands for self-determination.  India has ruled IAK through 

the ‘illegal use of force’ and by subjecting Kashmiris to gross human rights violations.  Currently, India 

maintains some 900,000 troops in the region, 700,000 of which have been stationed there for years, 

making Kashmir the most militarized space in the world. The Indian army and paramilitary forces operate 

in Jammu & Kashmir with absolute impunity, facing no accountability for the human rights violations 

committed.  In just the last three decades of state violence and suppression, more than 70,000 people have 

been killed; approximately 10,000 Kashmiris have been subjected to enforced disappearance; countless 

people have been tortured and wounded, thousands have been injured and blinded by the rampant use of 

pellet shot-guns; rape and sexual assault has been used as a weapon of war; and serious crimes have been 

perpetrated against children. 

 

On August 5 and 6, 2019, the Government of India’s longstanding suppression of Kashmiris in Indian-

Administered Kashmir (IAK) took a new and dark turn.  The Government of India modified its 

constitution (in contravention of the constitution itself and longstanding constitutional norms) in order to 

strip Kashmiris of certain historic constitutional rights that were, among other things, intended to preserve 

the cultural and territorial integrity of Kashmir.  In so doing, the Government of India established a legal 

framework intended to facilitate a colonial settler campaign long-planned by the ruling party, a far-right 

supremacist nationalist party, to implement forced demographic change in IAK and strip Kashmiris of 

any local control over the territory.  In connection with those moves, the Indian government imposed a 

communications ‘siege’ on IAK, imprisoned local political leaders and put  into place other coercive 

measures to effectively imprison and collectively punish some 8 million people..  That program of 

punishment has resulted in the arrest and torture of thousands of political prisoners and the longest 

shutdown of the internet by any democracy in history.  Five months later, that unprecedented clampdown 

remains ongoing.  Genocide Watch has issued a ‘Genocide Alert’ in regards to IAK.  
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There is a gagging of local journalists and constraints placed on their reporting. No foreign journalists are 

allowed to enter or report from IAK. While the ongoing blackout has severely curtailed the ability of 

international press to investigate on the ground, the few reports (Report 1, Report  2, Report 3, Report 4, 

Report 5, Report 6, Report 7) that have emerged have been uniformly disturbing, documenting: mass 

detentions of elected officials, doctors, lawyers, and children as young as 12; use of torture and lethal 

force against civilians; dwindling supplies of life-saving medical treatments and inability of patients to 

access hospitals; curtailing of religious freedoms; economic and ecological destruction; land grabs; and 

demographic change. The 2019 annual human rights report by the Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil 

Society, published today, will give you an overview of the ground situation in IAK prior to and since the 

beginning of the current siege of August 5. 

Destruction has a new name in Kashmir: Development 

IAK is a geographically diverse, culturally rich and ecologically fragile region and home to some 12.5 

million people.  Despite more than 70+ years of military occupation by the government of India, 

indigenous Kashmiris have worked extraordinarily hard to ensure wellbeing of their communities. A few 

examples are noted: 

1. Kashmir is home to a thriving local agriculture and local food system. Kashmir led the sub-continent 

in the land reform movement, allocating farmland in equitable ways to farmworkers who worked the 

land (disrupting monopolistic concentration of landholding among a few, very wealthy). This early 

land reform movement has allowed the sustenance of smallholder (family) farming in the region. 

Today about 70 percent of the state’s population makes its living directly or indirectly from 

agriculture and allied value-added sectors.1 Agriculture remains important even though only about 8% 

of land is cultivable in the state due to the mountainous/forested terrain.2 Additionally, the local food 

system is key to its export economy. Agricultural exports include apples, barley, cherries, corn, 

millet, oranges, rice, peaches, pears, saffron, sorghum, vegetables, and wheat. Therefore, thoughtful 

stewardship of indigenous lands is crucial not only for the region’s economy but also for its ecology.  

2. The region’s artisanal sector is central to its economy as well. The region has high-end exports of 

woven fabrics (cashmere) and carpets that have a global following despite limited 

infrastructure/marketing support.  

3. A growing information technology (IT) industry was emerging in the region with about 51 software 

companies in the capital city of Srinagar employing 1,500 men and women.3  

4. Kashmiris sustain indigenous food systems by growing, bartering, sharing, and eating indigenous 

(and healthful) foods. Even in the state’s most urbanized area, the capital city of Srinagar, urban 

agriculture for self-sustenance is commonplace. Not surprisingly, food security rates in Kashmir are 

higher, not lower, than most states of India.   

5. Poverty in Kashmir is significantly lower than that in India. Only about 10 percent of residents in 

Kashmir earn wages that place them below the poverty line compared to 21.92% in India. The idea 

that India will usher in a period of development in the region is naïve given that Kashmir has 

managed to do well despite difficult circumstances.   

                                                           
1 Directorate of Economics and Statistics 2014 
2 Dar, Tanveer. 2015. Food Security in Kashmir. Social Change.  
3 IndiaSpend 
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Long-term Extractive Impact of India 

The Indian occupation has had an extractive relationship with the Kashmiri economy well before August 

5, 2019. Policies of the Indian state (especially in the past few months) presume that land resources 

available in the mountainous Kashmir region can be controlled in the guise of industrial growth. There are 

multiple examples of such extractive moves. 

The Government of India has exercised militaristic control over the region over seventy years. Such 

militaristic control includes illegal occupation of often fertile and ecologically fragile land for military 

uses, pulling such land away from productive and economic use. In 2006, government officials reported 

that about 250,000 acres of state land was encroached upon by military forces, which includes agricultural 

lands. In its highly urbanized capital city of Srinagar, for example, the official master plan notes that such 

military use: 

“is spread over an area of 23.0 sq. km. including many military and paramilitary 

establishments. The widespread existence of military and paramilitary establishments 

across Srinagar has actually surpassed its [land] area under public infrastructure.4” In 

other words, area dedicated to schools, hospital, etc., is smaller than the area in 

militaristic uses.  

If all Kashmiri lands under direct military land use were to be coalesced the area would be larger 

than the entire city of Dallas, Texas. In reality, military encampments are spread throughout the 

state, exercising control over life and business. Additionally, troops patrol road networks limiting 

mobility of indigenous Kashmiris going about their daily lives, and impeding flow of business 

travel (transportation of agricultural goods to markets, for example).  

Another key area through which India has extracted resources is through water. Kashmir is rich in water 

resources, but the benefits of these resources accrue to other regions and countries, not to indigenous 

Kashmiris. For example, sixty-five percent of 3,593 megawatts of energy generated from water resources 

in Jammu and Kashmir flows out of the state (into the Indian northern grid; only 12% of royalty from this 

power generation was returned to Kashmir). Ironically, the region of Kashmir often suffers from power 

shortage during the winters, and this past summer (2019), the capital city of Srinagar was unable to 

provide municipal water to all areas of the city through its public water system.  

Recent Abrogation of Article 370 and 35A Threatens Economy and Ecology of Kashmir 

The August 2019 constitutional changes in India regarding IAK, namely the abrogation of Articles 370 

and 35A of the Indian Constitution, opens the pathway for non-indigenous Kashmiris to own land in 

Kashmir. Under the new laws pushed by the Government of India, the land literally is controlled directly 

by the Government of India without any meaningful check or restriction. Within days of announcing the 

abrogation, the Indian federal government announced that it had prepared a ‘development plan’ that 

would facilitate private investment and industry that would be possible due to industries’ ability to buy 

land in Kashmir.  Note that the development plan was announced with zero participation of indigenous 

Kashmiris – to be clear, indigenous Kashmiris were under a lockdown with the government restricting 

                                                           
4 Srinagar Metropolitan Region-2035; Draft Master Plan. 
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free movement within Kashmir, and no communication with the outside world.  Through its policies, the 

Government of India is accelerating the conversion ecologically fragile lands to non-traditional uses, with 

detriment to the local ecology and local economy. Major real estate companies from India are already 

speculating about buying/owning land in the fragile region, and others are beginning to speculate about 

possibilities of land grabs, as reported by Forbes. 

Recent news from Down to Earth, a prominent environmental magazine in India, reports that since 

August 5th (to now), the Forest Advisory Committee of the state, responding to federal dictates, has given 

the green signal for moving forward with 125 development projects that involve pristine forest lands in 

Kashmir. Projects include laying of transmission lines, drilling of tube wells, etc.  Note that the sheer 

number of project approvals in the last two months (August, September, and October) is higher than the 

97 projects approved in the entire 2018 calendar year. In other words, the federal government of India is 

moving fast and stealthily in wreaking the ecology and environment before global powers take heed.  

Data collected in Kashmir from a high-ranking (Kashmiri) government officials after August 5 estimates 

that at least 125,000 acres of land (equivalent to local one million Kanals) has been identified by the 

government in various districts of Kashmir for what the government calls “land-banks” for construction 

of so-called ‘infrastructure.’ During the current clampdown, the Indian government has identified15,000 

acres of land in Kashmir, mostly next to rivers, streams and wetlands for investors from outside the 

region. Owing to neglect and non-functioning of the monitoring agencies, the second largest lake in 

Kashmir is on the verge of extinction. 

Indigenous Kashmiris are apprehensive that the government of India intends to develop subdivisions 

under the guise of providing housing facilities for employees/workers who are expected to come to 

Kashmir as part of the program whereas India (actually) wants to change the demographic composition of 

the region. Already, as noted earlier, land suitable land for housing and recreation across the Kashmir 

region is under the occupation of Indian army and paramilitary forces. Security camps are built next to (or 

within) residential areas in Kashmir, and have occupied large swaths of land in major cities and towns 

with limited open land (like Srinagar, Baramulla and Anantnag). This militaristic-driven displacement is 

going to worsen given that India is now in full control of the land in Kashmir and indigenous Kashmiris 

having no means of dissenting. 

Kashmir’s fledgling information technology (IT) industry, which held the promise of becoming one of the 

greatest employment-generating industries in future, has stopped functioning since August 5, 2019 when 

the Government of India shut down the internet in the region. The owner of one of 51 IT companies noted 

that “It took [them] five years to understand business, five more to hire the right people and in the last 

five years [to grow].” His company, which employed 174 people, provided financial software products to 

healthcare and educational institutions globally, including in the United Arab Emirates, Canada, and the 

United States. There are about 12 other similar companies in Rangreth, an IT hub in Srinagar, providing 

world-class software services, but currently none of them are functioning. Software companies tried to 

salvage the situation by sending employees to Delhi to contact clients but it is an expensive exercise.  

The telecommunication inequity will also have a long-term impact that remains to be determined. 

Scientists, researchers, and students have been unable to conduct internet-based research so far for 150 
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days. In recent years, frequent internet shutdowns have already taken a toll on the studies and research of 

these students and researchers. The ongoing shutdown has been the longest.  

In summary, the moves by federal government mask the extractive policies in the name of ‘development’ 

and ‘civilization.’ If allowed to continue unchecked, not only is the life and livelihood of 12 million 

Kashmiris under threat, but the world will also lose an ecologically biodiverse region.  

Militarization and the environment 

Some of the world renowned meadows and pastures have been turned into artillery dumps claiming 

humans and livestock as collateral damage. Deforestation for creating firing ranges for the Indian army 

has destabilized the lives and livelihood of the local people of Tosmaidan and Bajpathri. Bajpathri also 

serves as a source of fresh water for all of central Kashmir. Lives of Gujjars (nomads) have been 

adversely impacted by deforestation, water pollution, and risk of lethal unexploded weaponry. Being the 

world’s most militarized zone, the settlement of army on agricultural lands and even in schools has a 

direct impact on food production, and education. 

In the current atmosphere of using majoritarian politics, an annual militarized Hindu pilgrimage to the 

Amarnath cave in an environmentally sensitive region of Kashmir’s mountains has been termed by 

researchers as “a dormant environmental disaster in the making.” An abrupt increase in the number of 

pilgrims as a sign of asserting political and religious dominance among Kashmiri Muslims spells disaster 

for the environment as the cave lies along ecologically fragile routes has put a severe strain on the 

glaciers, has destroyed the flora and fauna of the region, and created a disaster for waste management in 

the most pristine Lidder Valley.  

Climate change 

Adverse effects of climate change have already set in in the Kashmir region. Between 1980 and 2013, 

glaciers have shrunk by 17%. Changes in glacial geometry and dynamics is predicted to have an adverse 

impact on the stream flows, water supplies and other dependent sectors in the region. Militarization is 

turning the Siachen glacier, often called the world’s highest battlefield, into a high altitude dumping site. 

As per the analysis of government data in 2019, Jammu and Kashmir has surpassed the world average 

temperature rise (for the last 100 years), a rise of 1.2 degree Celsius. Seasonal rainfall rates are also 

changing. Kashmir’s environmentalists and farmers fear that the rise of temperatures can have a dramatic 

impact on biodiversity. Climate change is disproportionately affecting the production of key crops in IAK 

with rice, maize, wheat, barley, pulses, and oilseeds already cut to half of normal production levels. If the 

rate of climate change and environmental degradation continues, large scale migration and competition 

for food resources is predicted. In the current clampdown and siege, and no access to research data and 

online software, the main project that monitored climate change in Kashmir has come to a halt. 

Loss of employment opportunities for Kashmiris.  

Over 1 million workers lost jobs since Aug. 5, 2019 in a variety of sectors ranging from IT to tourism to 

retail. The hospitality industry was hardest hit, with data released by the Kashmir Chamber of Commerce 

and Industries revealing that nearly 80 percent of 1100 hotels in the valley have been shut. Job losses 

have been increasing as local jobs that were protected for the indigenous peoples of Kashmir (or “State 

Subjects”) are now being thrown open to people across India.  
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Law of no return of indigenous Kashmiri migrants introduced 

Among 152 laws that adversely impact the indigenous population, India has scrapped a 37 year old law 

that guaranteed the right of return to Kashmiris who fled to Pakistan in 1947-1954. This discriminatory 

law is one amongst many moves against the indigenous people of Kashmir and intended to facilitate a 

permanent change in the demography of Kashmir. 

A submission by the Kashmir Scholars Consultative and Action Network (KSCAN), December 31, 2019.  

KSCAN is an interdisciplinary group of scholars of various nationalities engaged in research on the 

region of Kashmir.   
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