
1 

 

 
PERIODIC SUMMARY OF CRITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IN IAK 
January 1, 2023 – December 31, 2023 
 
In 2023, the already dire humanitarian and human rights situation in Indian-administered 
Kashmir (IAK) continued to deteriorate.1 Please find below an enumeration of select incidents 
illustrating longstanding, systematic violations in the region. Please find further below an 
enumeration of select incidents illustrating the following emerging trends in the human rights 
crisis in IAK: 
 

▪ Denial of the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and belief and the right to work 
through the termination of employment.  

▪ Denial of the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and belief and collective 
punishment through the expropriation of homes and property.  

▪ Denial of the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and belief through the 
criminalization of online speech.  

▪ Denial of the rights to freedom of expression and assembly and the right to privacy 
through enhanced physical and electronic surveillance.  

▪ Denial of the right to free expression and free movement through the cancelation of 
travel documents.  

▪ Denial of social and political rights through the manipulation of nominally 
representative structures.  

▪ Denial of economic rights, including through the systematic expropriation of land and 
related private investments.  

▪ The acceleration of settler colonialism and forced demographic change.  
▪ Denial of cultural rights, including through the Indianization of local names and 

systematic promotion of Hindi. 
 
The following longstanding, systematic violations remained ongoing in 2023: 
 
Denial of the right to life, including through extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances: 
 

▪ The January 28, 2023, enforced disappearance of Mufti Nazir Ahmed Dar, a Muslim 
scholar.  

 
1 That situation has been extremely grave for many decades. Please see our periodic summary of critical 
developments in the human rights situation in IAK from August 4, 2019 to January 31, 2023 for 
background on the immediately antecedent period. 

https://pakobserver.net/religious-scholar-goes-missing-in-kulgam/
https://www.kljp.org/articles/periodic-summary-of-critical-developments-in-the-human-rights-situation-in-iak-august-4-2019-to-january-31-2023
https://www.kljp.org/articles/periodic-summary-of-critical-developments-in-the-human-rights-situation-in-iak-august-4-2019-to-january-31-2023
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▪ The March 2023 discovery of the mutilated corpse of Abdul Rashid Dar, involuntarily 
disappeared by the Indian Army’s Rashtriya Rifles (41st Battalion) in December 2022. 

▪ On or around April 27, 2023, Indian forces assaulted a pregnant woman, killing her child, 
and killed Mukhtar Hussain Shah in custody in a related incident. 

▪ On May 15, 2023, Indian forces killed Parveena Fatima, a 55-year old woman, while she 
was collecting firewood near the Line of Control (LOC). 

▪ On June 24, 2023, Indian forces killed two shepherds (and critically injured one) near the 
LOC. 

▪ On May 7, 2023, Danish Khazir Bhat was killed by electrocution after Indian soldiers 
forced him to climb an electric pole to fix a surveillance camera. 

▪ On October 21, 2023, Indian forces killed five villagers foraging for food near the LOC. 
▪ On November 4, 2023, an Indian Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) vehicle hit and 

killed Manzoor Ahmad Wani in Srinagar. 
▪ On December 23, 2023, a mortar shell explosion in Samba district killed 19-year-old 

Pawan Singh and injured 29-year-old Roshan Singh. 
▪ On December 22, 2023, the Indian Army’s Rashtriya Rifles (48th Battalion) arbitrarily 

detained and tortured at least 13 civilians and killed at least three in Poonch and Rajouri 
districts.  

 
Collective punishment and the crime of persecution: 
 

▪ On April 20, 2023, Indian forces conducted a cordon-and-search operation in Poonch 
district and arbitrarily detained over 40 people, arrested at least six and tortured many, 
while restricting the freedom of movement of thousands. 

▪ On May 17, 2023, Indian forces raided the home of arbitrarily detained pro-self-
determination political activist Shabir Shah and destroyed or damaged property. 

▪ On November 17, 2023, Indian forces used chemical substances delivered via drone to 
destroy and damage homes while killing at least 5 young men. 

 
Denial of the right to liberty and torture or inhuman treatment, including through arbitrary 
detention: 
 

▪ The ongoing arbitrary detention of Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, a Kashmiri Muslim religious 
leader.  

▪ On May 19, 2023, a special counter-terror court charged Bashir Ahmad Mir, an arbitrarily 
detained leader of the Hurriyat Conference, with terrorism-related offenses for pro-self-
determination political activity. 

▪ India’s National Investigation Agency (NIA) sought the death penalty for Yasin Malik, an 
arbitrarily detained pro-self-determination political activist.  

▪ On August 1, 2023, the NIA raided multiple locations in Srinagar, Budgam, Pulwama and 
Shopian districts, including the homes of several lawyers who have defended victims of 
human rights violations (including the brother of Jalil Andrabi, a Kashmiri lawyer and 
human rights defender who Indian forces involuntarily disappeared and executed in 
March 1996).  

https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/kunan-poshpora-nearly-3-months-later-family-receives-missing-rashids-dead-body/
https://scroll.in/article/1041171/a-kashmir-family-waits-in-dread-for-news-of-son-missing-from-army-custody
https://scroll.in/article/1041171/a-kashmir-family-waits-in-dread-for-news-of-son-missing-from-army-custody
https://twitter.com/QabaelAai/status/1651739796937555969?t=4bKWx_qCD5ZAQgYjka0tfw&s=08
https://thewire.in/rights/jk-inquiry-is-official-cover-up-says-family-of-man-who-died-of-suicide-after-he-was-summoned
https://www.indiatvnews.com/news/india/jammu-and-kashmir-suspected-woman-intruder-shot-dead-near-loc-line-of-control-kamalkote-area-baramulla-district-troops-investigation-pok-updates-2023-05-15-870780
https://twitter.com/hindustaanusL/status/1658596105909575682?s=46
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/pakistan-army-says-two-civilians-killed-by-indian-forces-2023-06-24/
https://www.voanews.com/a/pakistan-civilians-killed-in-kashmir-in-indian-cross-border-fire-/7151330.html
https://scroll.in/article/1050514/in-kashmir-army-unit-booked-as-young-man-dies-of-electric-shock
https://scroll.in/article/1050514/in-kashmir-army-unit-booked-as-young-man-dies-of-electric-shock
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/10/22/two-infiltrators-killed-along-loc-in-north-kashmir-army/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/question-mark-over-killing-of-terrorists-in-kashmirs-kupwara-on-october-26/cid/1976494
https://www.kmsnews.org/kms/2023/11/04/indian-forces-vehicle-martyrs-kashmiri-youth-in-srinagar.html
https://www.kmsnews.org/kms/2023/11/04/indian-forces-vehicle-martyrs-kashmiri-youth-in-srinagar.html
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/one-dead-another-injured-after-mortar-shell-explodes-in-jammu-and-kashmir-123122300068_1.html
https://www.kmsnews.org/kms/2024/01/21/5-more-kashmiri-youth-abducted-tortured-in-indian-custody-in-iiojk.html
https://apnews.com/article/kashmir-india-pakistan-civilian-killings-25e82a1940f42a2c08671dea95d8e439
https://twitter.com/QabaelAai/status/1651739796937555969?t=4bKWx_qCD5ZAQgYjka0tfw&s=08
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/04/28/poonch-attack-6-locals-arrested-for-sheltering-militants-says-dgp/
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/india-g20-kashmir-normalcy-raids-b2343400.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/india-g20-kashmir-normalcy-raids-b2343400.html
https://pakobserver.net/indian-troops-martyr-six-innocent-youth-in-occupied-kashmir/
https://apnews.com/article/kashmir-india-pakistan-rebels-violence-a0b9c6556061fadd021630ce1fdb9250
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20230922-india-frees-kashmir-separatist-leader-after-four-years
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/front-page-2/terror-funding-case-nia-court-framed-charges-against-separatist-sia
https://www.barandbench.com/news/litigation/nia-moves-delhi-high-court-seeking-death-penalty-kashmiri-separatist-yasin-malik
https://thekashmirwalla.com/ngo-funding-case-nia-raids-residence-of-parvez-imroz-others/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa20/010/1997/en/
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▪ On August 9, the High Court of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh upheld the preventive 
detention of Abdul Hameed Ganie without evidence of any illegal conduct. 

▪ On August 29, 2023, the State Investigation Agency (SIA) arrested Sarjan Barkati, a 
Kashmiri Muslim religious leader. 

▪ On August 31, 2023, the SIA and India’s Criminal Investigation Department (CID) arrested 
Adil Farooq Faridi, Mohd Iqbal, Mujahid Hussain, Tariq Hussain, Ishtiaq Ahmed, Ajaz 
Ahmed, Jameel Ahmed, and Ishfaq Ahmed for alleged pro-self-determination activity 
three decades ago.  

▪ On September 2, 2023, the SIA arrested 10 individuals from the Doda district for alleged 
pro-self-determination activity in the 1990s. 

▪ On October 20, 2023, Indian authorities arbitrarily detained Kashmiri Muslim religious 
leader Aga Syed Mohammad Hadi and forcibly closed an associated Muslim religious 
space. 

▪ On November 24, 2023, the SIA arrested Shabroza Bano, the spouse of Sarjan Barkati. 
▪ In early November, Indian authorities arbitrarily detained hundreds of individuals across 

Kashmir who they alleged were “over-ground workers.” 
 

Denial of the rights to free expression and free assembly: 
 

▪ On July 6, 2023, fourteen people were arrested and imprisoned for not standing during 
the Indian national anthem at an event in Srinagar.  

▪ On July 13, 2023, Martyrs’ Day commemorations (a historic holiday honoring those killed 
in the pro-democracy struggle in Jammu and Kashmir) were again banned.  

▪ The Jammu and Kashmir administration made participation in Indian Independence Day 
celebrations mandatory and instructed employees to fly Indian flags at their homes. 

▪ On August 5, 2023, demonstrations protesting the “abrogation” of Article 370 were not 
allowed in Srinagar while BJP cadres were permitted to publicly rally in support of the 
government 

▪ The Jammu and Kashmir administration suspended Zahoor Ahmad Bhat for testifying in 
a case challenging the government’s decision to “abrogate” Article 370 of India’s 
constitution and then subjected him to an administrative review. 

▪ On September 25, 2023, a court denied bail to Mohammad Yaseen Bhat, Mohammad 
Rafiq Pahloo, Shams u Din Rehmani, Jahangeer Ahmad Bhat, Khurshid Bhat, Shabir Dar, 
Sajad Hussain Gul, Firdous Ahmad Shah, Parray Hassan Firdous, Sohail Ahmad Mir who 
were arbitrarily detained on July 9, 2023 for allegedly discussing Kashmiris’ right to self-
determination. 

▪ On October 5, 2023, the Indian government banned the pro-self-determination Jammu 
and Kashmir Democratic Freedom Party. 

▪ On October 10, 2023, Indian authorities approved the prosecution of Indian novelist 
Arundhati Roy and Kashmiri professor of international law Sheikh Showkat Hussain for 
discussing IAK in a manner consistent with international law at a 2010 conference.  

▪ On November 3, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration prohibited employees 
from striking. 

▪ On November 8, 2023, Indian authorities prohibited assembly in support of Palestinians.  

https://thekashmirwalla.com/hc-upholds-psa-detention-of-former-ameer-jamaat/
https://thekashmirwalla.com/hc-upholds-psa-detention-of-former-ameer-jamaat/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/sia-arrests-sarjan-barkati-for-allegedly-orchestrating-fund-raising-campaign
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/8-terrorists-arrested-in-jammu-and-kashmir-one-among-them-has-a-government-job-police-4346191
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/8-terrorists-arrested-in-jammu-and-kashmir-one-among-them-has-a-government-job-police-4346191
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/8-terrorists-arrested-in-jammu-and-kashmir-one-among-them-has-a-government-job-police-4346191
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/8-terrorists-arrested-in-jammu-and-kashmir-one-among-them-has-a-government-job-police-4346191
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/special-investigation-agency-arrests-two-more-terrorists-absconding-for-over-30-years-in-jammu-and-kashmirs-doda/cid/1963281
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/special-investigation-agency-arrests-two-more-terrorists-absconding-for-over-30-years-in-jammu-and-kashmirs-doda/cid/1963281
https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/j-k-government-pulls-out-all-stops-to-curb-pro-palestinian-protests/story
https://www.newsbytesapp.com/news/india/j-k-government-pulls-out-all-stops-to-curb-pro-palestinian-protests/story
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/11/25/sarjan-barkatis-wife-arrested-in-militancy-funding-case-sia/
https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/families-being-punished-eternally-hundreds-rounded-up-across-kashmir-in-name-of-ogw-says-sajad-lone/#google_vignette
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/todays-paper/srinagar-city/12-persons-bound-down-for-good-behaviour-in-srinagar/
http://tehelka.com/kashmir-politicians-accuse-administration-of-barring-them-from-paying-homage-to-1931-martyrs/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/08/07/jk-govt-employees-asked-to-hoist-tricolor-atop-their-houses/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/08/07/jk-govt-employees-asked-to-hoist-tricolor-atop-their-houses/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/protests-mark-4th-anniversary-of-article-370-abrogation-in-jk/articleshow/102459027.cms?from=mdr
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/protests-mark-4th-anniversary-of-article-370-abrogation-in-jk/articleshow/102459027.cms?from=mdr
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/suspended-kashmiri-lecturer-appears-before-inquiry-committee-produces-leave-application-other-documents/article67259948.ece
https://www.etvbharat.com/english/state/jammu-and-kashmir/kashmir-tada-court-denies-bail-to-10-persons-accused-of-reviving-separatism-in-valley/na20230925172707648648129
https://www.etvbharat.com/english/state/jammu-and-kashmir/kashmir-tada-court-denies-bail-to-10-persons-accused-of-reviving-separatism-in-valley/na20230925172707648648129
https://www.etvbharat.com/english/state/jammu-and-kashmir/kashmir-tada-court-denies-bail-to-10-persons-accused-of-reviving-separatism-in-valley/na20230925172707648648129
https://www.etvbharat.com/english/state/jammu-and-kashmir/kashmir-tada-court-denies-bail-to-10-persons-accused-of-reviving-separatism-in-valley/na20230925172707648648129
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/srinagar/separatists-held-in-srinagar-hotel-were-trying-to-revive-jklf-cops-8822553/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/centre-bans-shabir-shah-led-jammu-and-kashmir-democratic-freedom-party-under-uapa-101696519524902.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/indian-author-arundhati-roy-could-171244278.html
https://www.yahoo.com/news/indian-author-arundhati-roy-could-171244278.html
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/jk-govt-prohibits-employees-from-participating-in-demonstrations-strikes/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/jk-govt-prohibits-employees-from-participating-in-demonstrations-strikes/
https://apnews.com/article/india-kashmir-protests-israel-gaza-f4b431716decb1550522db2e49630d9e
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▪ On November 20, 2023, Jammu & Kashmir Police arrested seven Kashmiri students for 
allegedly supporting the Australian team in the 2023 Men’s Cricket World Cup final 
against India.  

▪ On December 2, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration required all employees to 
contribute towards the Armed Forces Flag Day (celebrated on December 7). 

▪ In December 2023, India’s Home Ministry banned Muslim League Jammu Kashmir and 
Tehreek-e-Hurriyat Jammu and Kashmir, both pro-self-determination political parties. 

▪ Surfshark reported there were more internet disruptions in Jammu & Kashmir in 2022 
than in any country in the world (31% of all cases globally. 

▪ Access Now reported that Indian authorities shutdown the internet 49 times in IAK 
(26.2% of shutdowns globally).  

▪ On March 15, 2023, Delhi police forced the cancellation of a Gandhi Peace Foundation 
event on state repression in IAK. 

▪ On March 24, 2023, the Indian Supreme Court held that mere membership in an 
association deemed unlawful by Indian authorities constituted a criminal offense. 

 
Denial of the right to a free press and information: 
 

▪ On March 16, 2023, a special counter-terror court framed sedition charges against 
Kashmiri journalist Fahad Shah and Kashmiri scholar Abdul Aala Fazili in connection with 
a 2011 op-ed. 

▪ On August 19, 2023, India’s Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology blocked 
the website and social media of The Kashmir Walla, an independent media organization. 

▪ On August 21, 2023, Indian authorities forced The Kashmir Walla’s staff to close down 
their office in Srinagar and shut down. 

▪ On September 15, 2023, Jammu and Kashmir Police arrested journalist Majid Hyderi. 
▪ On October 14, 2023, the Indian chief executive in IAK accused journalist Jahangir Ali of 

being part of the “separatist ecosystem” after publishing a story about government 
corruption. 

▪ The Jammu and Kashmir Police threatened legal action against the BBC for publishing an 
analysis of Indian authorities’ systematic targeting of independent media in IAK. They 
also used similar tactics to target press freedom organizations like Reporters Without 
Borders. 

▪ Foreign correspondents reported being repeatedly summoned by Indian authorities and 
interrogated for their coverage of IAK, as well as being followed and facing physical 
threats, threats of denying visa extensions, and threats of deportation, specifically to 
suppress coverage of IAK. 

▪ Journalists continue to report that there remains no space for criticism in IAK; reporting 
is censored and, due to fear of reprisals, self-censored. 

▪ In a case emblematic of the repression targeting Kashmiri journalists, as of the date of 
this publication, Aasif Sultan has been arbitrarily detained for 1,982 days. 

 
Denial of freedom of religion and belief: 
 

https://scroll.in/latest/1059698/seven-kashmiri-students-arrested-after-row-over-celebrating-indias-world-cup-loss
https://kashmirlife.net/all-jammu-and-kashmir-employees-called-to-contribute-to-armed-forces-flag-day-fund-334364/
https://kashmirlife.net/all-jammu-and-kashmir-employees-called-to-contribute-to-armed-forces-flag-day-fund-334364/
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/union-government-bans-masarat-alam-bhats-muslim-league-jammu-kashmir/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tehreek-e-hurriyat-once-headed-by-syed-ali-shah-geelani-banned-by-government/article67692473.ece
https://surfshark.com/blog/internet-censorship-2022
https://www.accessnow.org/internet-shutdowns-2022/
https://thewire.in/rights/delhi-police-cancel-event-media-blackout-kashmir
https://thewire.in/rights/delhi-police-cancel-event-media-blackout-kashmir
https://www.barandbench.com/amp/story/news/litigation/mere-membership-unlawful-association-sufficient-constitute-offence-uapa-supreme-court-upholds-section-10ai
https://mailchi.mp/rsf.org/httpsrsforgenasked-stop-five-minutes-kashmiri-reporter-now-facing-possible-life-imprisonment
https://thewire.in/media/the-kashmir-walla-staff-say-website-social-media-blocked
https://www.barrons.com/news/kashmir-news-portal-vacates-office-after-india-crackdown-9eb8302e?refsec=topics_afp-news
https://www.barrons.com/news/kashmir-news-portal-vacates-office-after-india-crackdown-9eb8302e?refsec=topics_afp-news
https://www.thenation.com/article/world/india-kashmir-walla-free-press/
https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/journalist-majid-hyderi-booked-under-psa-shifted-to-jammu-says-family/
https://thewire.in/rights/the-wire-jammu-and-kashmir-lg-separatist-ecosystem-charge-correspondent
https://thewire.in/rights/the-wire-jammu-and-kashmir-lg-separatist-ecosystem-charge-correspondent
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/2/indian-police-condemn-bbc-for-article-on-press-freedom-in-kashmir
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/9/2/indian-police-condemn-bbc-for-article-on-press-freedom-in-kashmir
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-66155796
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-66155796
https://www.newslaundry.com/2023/03/30/kashmir-agency-probes-news-subscription-model-for-anti-india-links
https://www.newslaundry.com/2023/03/30/kashmir-agency-probes-news-subscription-model-for-anti-india-links
https://scroll.in/article/1044558/modi-is-trying-to-silence-the-foreign-press-heres-how
https://www.voanews.com/a/kashmiri-political-cartoonists-complain-of-intimidation-self-censorship/7229332.html
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/28/kashmiri-journalist-aasif-sultan-completes-five-years-in-jail/
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▪ On April 14, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration banned congregational 
Jummat-ul-Wida prayers at Jamia Masjid, Srinagar. 

▪ On June 8, 2023, a coalition of over 40 Muslim social and religious in IAK, protested the 
forcible takeover of local Muslim institutions by the state-controlled, BJP-run Waqf 
Board. The Jammu and Kashmir High Court later dismissed a legal challenge to that 
takeover.  

▪ On June 29, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration prohibited Eid-al-Adha prayers 
at Jamia Masjid, Srinagar as well as Eidgah, Srinagar.  

▪ On the night of June 24-25, 2023, the Indian Army’s Rashtriya Rifles (50th Battalion) 
raided Zadoora, Pulwama at approximately 1:30am, arbitrarily detained and physically 
assaulted residents, interrupted the Muslim call to Fajr prayer in the Raja Sahib mosque, 
vandalized the mosque and forced the muezzin and detainees to chant “Jai Shree Ram” 
through the mosque’s loudspeakers.  

▪ Indian authorities forcibly shut down two Islamic seminaries, Madrasa Taleem ul Quran 
and Madrasa Asraful Aloom by pretextually invoking the Foreign Contribution Regulation 
Act. 

▪ On October 9, 2023, Indian authorities demolished a Muslim religious seminary in 
Chewa Kalan, Pulwama district. 

▪ Indian forces refused to return the remains of at least 580 individuals they have killed 
since April 2020 (they instead forcibly buried the their victims in unmarked graves). 

▪ Indian authorities continued to regularly prohibit Friday prayers at Jamia Masjid, 
Srinagar.  

 
Denial of due process and access to justice: 
 

▪ The Indian government implemented a new law in IAK that requires the consent of the 
Indian government to arrest any personnel of India’s armed forces or police for 
“anything done or purported to be done” as part of their “official duties.” 

▪ On July 21, 2023, India’s Supreme Court denied Yasin Malik, an arbitrarily detained pro-
self-determination political activist, the right to defend himself in court. 

▪ In Mohammad Younis Mir Vs Union Territory of J&K & Anr., the Jammu and Kashmir High 
Court affirmed the pretextual deprivation of Kashmiris’ liberty without legal scrutiny. 

▪ In Ghulam Rasool Sofi Vs State Of J&K., the Jammu and Kashmir High Court held that 
State Human Rights Commission recommendations were legally unenforceable. 

▪ India’s President awarded four Indian officers, who killed at least 64 people in IAK, 
India’s third-highest peacetime gallantry award. 

▪ On September 26, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court ruled that it cannot order 
the Indian government to “sanction” prosecutions under the Armed Forces Special 
Powers Act. 

▪ On November 9, 2023, an Indian military tribunal suspended the sentence of and 
granted bail to an Indian Army captain who abducted and executed three men in a July 
18, 2020 “fake encounter.” 

 
Denial of the right to defend human rights: 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/locked-jamia-masjid-sparks-anger-in-kashmir-valley/article66738172.ece
https://www.newsclick.in/kashmir-waqf-board-coercing-takeover-local-mosques-and-shrines-alleges-mutahida-majlis-e-ulama
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/09/14/jammu-and-kashmir-hc-upholds-wakf-takeover-of-shrines/
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/09/14/jammu-and-kashmir-hc-upholds-wakf-takeover-of-shrines/
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/09/14/jammu-and-kashmir-hc-upholds-wakf-takeover-of-shrines/
https://www.newsclick.in/kashmir-waqf-board-coercing-takeover-local-mosques-and-shrines-alleges-mutahida-majlis-e-ulama
https://www.firstpost.com/india/jammu-and-kashmir-eid-prayers-not-allowed-at-jamia-masjid-in-srinagar-12803712.html
https://thewire.in/rights/kashmir-army-jai-shri-ram-mosque-amit-shah
https://thewire.in/rights/kashmir-army-jai-shri-ram-mosque-amit-shah
https://maktoobmedia.com/latest-news/kashmir-armymen-enter-mosque-force-muslims-to-chant-jai-shri-ram-mehbooba-omar-seek-probe/
https://maktoobmedia.com/latest-news/kashmir-armymen-enter-mosque-force-muslims-to-chant-jai-shri-ram-mehbooba-omar-seek-probe/
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/2-jammu-and-kashmir-madrasas-sealed-over-alleged-foreign-funding-violations-4187747
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/2-jammu-and-kashmir-madrasas-sealed-over-alleged-foreign-funding-violations-4187747
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/2-jammu-and-kashmir-madrasas-sealed-over-alleged-foreign-funding-violations-4187747
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/2-jammu-and-kashmir-madrasas-sealed-over-alleged-foreign-funding-violations-4187747
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/2-jammu-and-kashmir-madrasas-sealed-over-alleged-foreign-funding-violations-4187747
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/07/two-madrassas-sealed-in-jks-kishtwar-for-fcra-violations/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/07/two-madrassas-sealed-in-jks-kishtwar-for-fcra-violations/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/10/10/darul-uloom-building-demolished-in-south-kashmirs-pulwama/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/10/10/darul-uloom-building-demolished-in-south-kashmirs-pulwama/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/2/10/we-pleaded-for-body-the-hidden-graves-of-slain-kashmir-rebels
https://networkknt.com/2023/12/friday-prayers-disallowed-at-jama-masjid-for-8th-consecutive-week/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/protection-arrest-central-armed-police-deployed-jammu-kashmir-ladakh-8589376/lite/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/21/yasin-malik-appears-in-sc-he-could-have-been-killed-says-sg/
https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/jammu-kashmir/jammu-and-kashmir-high-court-upholds-preventive-detention-national-security-234002
https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/jammu-kashmir/jammu-and-kashmir-high-court-upholds-preventive-detention-national-security-234002
https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/jammu-kashmir/jammu-and-kashmir-high-court-human-rights-commissions-recommendation-not-binding-compensate-youth-killed-by-army-alleged-militant-233993
https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/jammu-kashmir/jammu-and-kashmir-high-court-human-rights-commissions-recommendation-not-binding-compensate-youth-killed-by-army-alleged-militant-233993
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/15/four-armed-forces-personnel-awarded-shaurya-chakra-for-killing-64-militants-in-south-kashmir/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/09/26/granting-sanction-under-afspa-gois-prerogative-jk-hc/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/09/26/granting-sanction-under-afspa-gois-prerogative-jk-hc/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/09/26/granting-sanction-under-afspa-gois-prerogative-jk-hc/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/11/13/south-kashmir-fake-encounter-captains-life-term-suspended-granted-conditional-bail/
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▪ On March 20, 2023, the NIA arrested Irfan Mehraj, a Kashmiri human rights defender 

and journalist. 
▪ On April 26, 2023, the NIA raided the Kashmir Peace House, a dedicated civil society 

space, and seized archival material collected over decades.  
▪ On July 15, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration prevented elections for the 

Jammu & Kashmir High Court Bar Association (JKHCBA) from taking place. 
▪ On August 1, 2023, the NIA raided the home of Parvez Imroz, a prominent lawyer and 

leading Kashmiri human rights defender, seizing property and harassing his family. 
▪ On September 17, 2023, the NIA produced a charge sheet against Khurram Parvez and 

Irfan Mehraj in a case which criminalizes human rights work and support for human 
rights work. 

▪ In a case emblematic of repression targeting Kashmiri human rights defenders, as of the 
date of this publication, Khurram Parvez has been detained for 799 days. 

 
The following discernible trends emerged or escalated during 2023: 
 
Denial of the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and belief and the right to work through 
the termination of employment: 
 

▪ On Feb. 26, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration dismissed three employees, 
Manzoor Ahmad Itoo, Syed Saleem Andrabi, and Aurif Sheikh, for purported “anti-
national activities.”  

▪ On June 23, 2023, Indian authorities terminated Drs. Nighat Shaheen Chiloo and Bilal 
Ahmad Dalal for their post-mortem report in the 2009 murder-rape of Asiya and 
Neelofar Jan. 

▪ On July 16, 2023, the administration terminated Faheem Aslam, Murawath Hussain Mir 
and Arshid Ahmed Thoker. Aslam was the Public Relations Officer of the University of 
Kashmir, Mir was a revenue officer and Thoker was a police constable. 

▪ On November 22, 2023, the Jammu & Kashmir administration terminated Dr. Nisar ul 
Hassan, an Assistant Professor of Medicine, Abdul Majid Bhat, a police constable, Farooq 
Ahmad Mir, a teacher, and Abdul Salam Rather, a laboratory bearer, for alleged “ties to 
militancy.” 

 
Denial of the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and belief and collective punishment 
through the expropriation of homes and property: 
 

▪ The targeting of Jamaat-e-Islami Jammu & Kashmir (JeI), a leading Islamic socio-religious 
movement founded in Jammu & Kashmir in 1953 and banned by Indian authorities in 
February 2019, including through the expropriation of several properties on January 7, 
2023 and the expropriation of property worth an estimated ₹90 crore (almost $11 
million) on March 12, 2023. 

https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/case/human-rights-defender-and-kashmiri-journalist-irfan-mehraj-arrested-national-investigation
https://www.kashmirnewsobserver.com/top-stories/nia-raids-jailed-khurram-parvez-s-office-in-budgam-kno-176227
https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/admin-orders-section-144-on-conduct-of-bar-association-elections-in-srinagar/
https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/admin-orders-section-144-on-conduct-of-bar-association-elections-in-srinagar/
https://thekashmirwalla.com/ngo-funding-case-nia-raids-residence-of-parvez-imroz-others/
https://www.ludovictrarieux.org/uk-page3.callplt2006.htm
https://www.ludovictrarieux.org/uk-page3.callplt2006.htm
https://apdpkashmir.com/2017-rafto-prize-for-human-rights-parveena-ahangar-and-parvez-imroz/
https://apdpkashmir.com/2017-rafto-prize-for-human-rights-parveena-ahangar-and-parvez-imroz/
https://apdpkashmir.com/2017-rafto-prize-for-human-rights-parveena-ahangar-and-parvez-imroz/
https://www.news18.com/india/jk-terror-funding-nia-files-chargesheet-against-absconding-hizbul-mujahideen-operative-2-others-8579987.html
https://www.news18.com/india/jk-terror-funding-nia-files-chargesheet-against-absconding-hizbul-mujahideen-operative-2-others-8579987.html
https://www.news18.com/india/jk-terror-funding-nia-files-chargesheet-against-absconding-hizbul-mujahideen-operative-2-others-8579987.html
https://www.frontlinedefenders.org/en/profile/khurram-parvez
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/jk-government-dismisses-three-employees-for-anti-national-activities
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/jk-government-dismisses-three-employees-for-anti-national-activities
https://thewire.in/government/jk-admin-dismisses-2-doctors-accused-of-fabricating-evidence-in-rape-and-murder-case
https://thewire.in/government/jk-admin-dismisses-2-doctors-accused-of-fabricating-evidence-in-rape-and-murder-case
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/17/ku-pro-among-three-govt-employees-sacked-for-anti-national-activities/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/17/ku-pro-among-three-govt-employees-sacked-for-anti-national-activities/
https://kashmirlife.net/nissar-ul-hassan-among-four-employees-sacked-in-jammu-and-kashmir-333501/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/srinagar/jammu-and-kashmir-2-clerics-5-jamaat-activists-held-booked-under-psa-8153956/
https://thekashmirwalla.com/sia-attaches-jei-property-in-south-kashmir/
https://maktoobmedia.com/india/jamaat-e-islami-in-kashmirs-assets-worth-rs-90-crore-seized/
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▪ On May 29, 2023, SIA barred entry and exit from a shopping complex and the related 
land in Kupwara district claiming it was JeI property worth INR 3 crores (approximately 
USD $363,000).  

▪ On April 5, 2023, the NIA filed terrorism charges against Mohammad Ameer Shamshi, 
chairperson of the Al-Huda Educational Trust, a civil society organization which used to 
run schools for underprivileged kids in IAK that have been forcibly closed, and was 
allegedly affiliated with JeI. 

▪ On June 7, 2023, the SIA announced that they had expropriated 124 properties across 86 
locations, with 77 properties associated by authorities with JeI, for alleged involvement 
in “terror funding”. 

▪ On January 28, 2023, a Delhi court ordered the expropriation of the building housing the 
pro-self-determination Hurriyat Conference in Srinagar. 

▪ On March 2, 2023, the NIA expropriated the familial home of exiled self-determination 
activist Mushtaq Ahmad Zargar (aka Latram) in Srinagar.  

▪ On March 4, 2023, the NIA expropriated properties that they claim were linked to 
Kashmiri exile Bashir Ahmad Peer who was assassinated on February 20, 2023 in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan. 

▪ On April 24, 2023, the NIA expropriated the properties of Syed Ahmed Shakeel and 
Shahid Yusuf (the sons of Syed Salahudeen, head of Hizbul Mujahideen) who are being 
held in Tihar Jail. 

▪ On June 12, 2023, the NIA expropriated 17 properties belonging to Zahoor Ahmed Shah 
Watali, an arbitrarily detained Kashmiri businessman, for allegedly supporting pro-self-
determination political activity in IAK. The NIA expropriated Watali’s residence in 
Srinagar in May 2023.  

▪ On June 13, 2023, the NIA expropriated the properties of Mohammad Akbar Khanday, 
the arbitrarily detained former spokesperson for the pro-self-determination Hurriyat 
Conference.  

▪ On August 1, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir Police expropriated land allegedly belonging 
to Farooq Qureshi, who has allegedly been living outside of IAK since the early 1990s. 

▪ On August 24, 2023, Jammu and Kashmir Police expropriated land belonging to Salam 
Shah, the grandfather of a man that police allege is a “militant.” 

▪ On September 7, 2023, the Jammu & Kashmir administration announced that 4,200 
people allegedly involved in “militancy” will have their property in IAK expropriated.  

▪ Since 2019, Indian authorities have expropriated at least 200 properties in IAK, mostly 
based on allegations of “terrorism.” 

 
Denial of the rights to freedom of expression, opinion and belief through the criminalization of 
online speech: 
 

▪ On February 17, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration instructed high-level 
officials to monitor employees’ social media and identify negativity toward or criticism of 
government policy.  

▪ On February 24, 2023, Joginder Singh, a schoolteacher in Ramban district, was 
suspended for Facebook comments criticizing government policies. 

https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/05/30/assets-worth-rs-3-crore-belonging-to-jei-identified-in-north-kashmir-sia/
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/05/30/assets-worth-rs-3-crore-belonging-to-jei-identified-in-north-kashmir-sia/
https://kashmirlife.net/al-huda-educational-trust-terror-funding-case-nia-files-chargesheet-314429/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/sia-police-attach-124-properties-across-jk
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/todays-paper/front-page/biggest-asset-of-pakistan-in-kashmir-attached-used-to-plan-terror-secessionist-activities-delhi-court-orders-attachment-of-hurriyats-srinagar-office
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/03/02/nia-attaches-al-umar-chief-mushtaq-latrams-house-in-nowhatta-srinagar/
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/terrorist-bashir-ahmad-peer-shot-dead-in-pakistan-his-property-in-jammu-and-kashmir-attached-3835183
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/terrorist-bashir-ahmad-peer-shot-dead-in-pakistan-his-property-in-jammu-and-kashmir-attached-3835183
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/04/24/nia-attaches-property-of-hizb-chief-salahuddin-son-in-srinagar/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/04/24/nia-attaches-property-of-hizb-chief-salahuddin-son-in-srinagar/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/06/12/funding-case-nia-attaches-zahoor-watalis-properties-in-handwara/
http://tehelka.com/nia-attaches-immovable-property-of-zahoor-watali-in-jammu-and-kashmir/
http://tehelka.com/nia-attaches-immovable-property-of-zahoor-watali-in-jammu-and-kashmir/
https://www.dtnext.in/news/national/nia-attaches-2-more-properties-in-hurriyat-terror-funding-case-in-kashmir-718300
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/08/01/siu-attaches-property-of-pakistan-based-militant-in-north-kashmirs-kupwara/
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/24/militants-property-seized-in-north-kashmir-says-police/
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/jammu-and-kashmir-terrorists-taking-shelter-in-pok-likely-to-lose-assets-in-j-k-says-administration-news-316569
https://kashmirtimes.com/in-kashmir-govt-seized-200-properties-worth-crores-since-2019-most-of-them-in-2023/
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/jammu-and-kashmir-employees-to-face-action-over-making-unfavourable-comments-on-govt-via-social-media-news-263442
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/jammu-and-kashmir-teacher-joginder-singh-suspended-over-post-critical-of-government-3812499
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▪ On April 14, 2023, the Bombay High Court rejected a petition from Professor Javed 
Ahmed Hajam seeking dismissal of a criminal case over a WhatsApp status that 
described the abrogation of Article 370 of India’s constitution as a “black day” for 
Jammu & Kashmir. 

▪ In March 2023, Indian authorities blocked 14 mobile communications applications. 
▪ On September 18, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir Police arbitrarily detained Irfan Malik 

for Instagram posts and tweets. 
▪ On September 26, 2023, the Directorate of Family Welfare issued new social media 

guidelines prohibiting public sector employees from criticizing government policies or 
actions. 

▪ On October 19, 2023, Indian authorities conducted raids on five locations in the 
Kupwara, Srinagar, Anantnag, and Pulwama districts of IAK for content on social media 
platforms. 

▪ On December 1, 2023, Jammu and Kashmir Police criminally charged six individuals for 
allegedly posting “anti-social” content on social media. 

▪ On December 9, 2023, Jammu and Kashmir Police criminally charged at least nine people 
for “misusing” social media. 

▪ Poets, artists, satirists and youtubers reported continued targeting by Indian authorities 
for disfavored speech, with self-censorship an ongoing trend. 

▪ Police continued to actively monitor Kashmiris online and have obtained the cooperation 
of social media companies like Meta in targeting Kashmiri dissent.  

▪ On September 26, 2023, the Washington Post published an expose of Meta’s 
cooperation with the Indian government to spread state propaganda, including to 
obscuref human rights violations in IAK, while suppressing speech by Kashmiri 
dissenters. 

 
Denial of the rights to freedom of expression and assembly and the right to privacy through 
enhanced physical and electronic surveillance: 
 

▪ The imposition of a new digital identification system for every household. 
▪ The CRPF conducted a new house-to-house data collection campaign. 
▪ For the first time, Jammu and Kashmir Police installed a GPS ankle tracker on a prisoner 

– a lawyer arrested for his allegedly engaging in pro-self-determination political activity. 
▪ On December 12, 2023, Jammu and Kashmir Police began using AI-based Facial 

Recognition Technology in IAK. 
 
Denial of the right to free expression and free movement through the cancelation of travel 
documents: 
 

▪ Indian authorities suspended the passports of up to 200 Kashmiris, including students, 
lawyers and journalists, allegedly because they were deemed a “national security 
threat.” 

https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/04/14/bombay-hc-refuses-to-quash-fir-against-kashmiri-prof-for-whatsapp-post/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/centre-blocks-14-apps-in-jammu-and-kashmir-for-spreading-terror
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/cik-detains-man-for-posting-hateful-content-against-dysp-humayun-bhat
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/cik-detains-man-for-posting-hateful-content-against-dysp-humayun-bhat
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/jk-govt-issues-social-media-guidelines-for-its-employees
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/jk-govt-issues-social-media-guidelines-for-its-employees
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/latest-news/jk-govt-issues-social-media-guidelines-for-its-employees
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/cik-raids-multiple-locations-in-kashmir-says-social-media-misused-for-threats/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/cik-raids-multiple-locations-in-kashmir-says-social-media-misused-for-threats/
https://kashmirreader.com/2023/12/02/6-booked-for-instigative-content-on-social-media/
https://kashmirlife.net/nine-individuals-in-jk-face-legal-action-for-alleged-social-media-misuse-334940/
https://www.fairplanet.org/story/kashmir-human-rights-censorship-youtube-artists/
https://www.outlookindia.com/national/the-silence-of-kashmir-where-nobody-wants-to-be-seen-making-any-noise-news-253451
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/09/25/jk-police-collaborates-with-social-media-giants-to-scan-users-report/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/09/25/jk-police-collaborates-with-social-media-giants-to-scan-users-report/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/09/25/jk-police-collaborates-with-social-media-giants-to-scan-users-report/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/09/26/india-facebook-propaganda-hate-speech/
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/north-and-central/new-digital-id-in-kashmir-raises-concerns-over-surveillance-1184377.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/chandigarh-news/crpf-collecting-family-details-of-house-owners-in-kashmir-valley-raises-privacy-concerns-101689274393417.html
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/11/04/jk-police-ties-gps-tracker-anklet-on-kashmiri-man-given-bail-under-uapa/
https://risingkashmir.com/milestone-in-security-jk-police-introduces-ai-based-facial-recognition-system-in-kishtwar
https://risingkashmir.com/milestone-in-security-jk-police-introduces-ai-based-facial-recognition-system-in-kishtwar
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/indian-government-strips-passports-kashmiri-dissent-modi
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/indian-government-strips-passports-kashmiri-dissent-modi
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▪ The ongoing systematic denial of passports (as well as government services and 
employment opportunities) on the basis of an “adverse” police report has resulted in at 
least hundreds of Kashmiris being denied passports and employment opportunities.  

 
Denial of social and political rights through the manipulation of nominally representative 
structures: 
 

▪ The Indian government introduced several new quota bills to structurally advantage pro-
BJP interests in Jammu and Kashmir and further disempower Muslims.  

▪ One bill gave preferential Scheduled Caste status to the Valmiki community, a pro-BJP 
constituency in Jammu and Kashmir.  

▪ Another bill gave preferential Schedule Tribe status to Gadda Brahmins, Kolis, Paddaris 
and Paharis, pro-BJP constituencies in Jammu and Kashmir.  

▪ A third bill reserved seats for pro-BJP Hindu groups – two specifically for ethnic Kashmiri 
Brahmins (or Pandits) and one for Hindus who historically resided in Pakistan-
administered Kashmir – in the Jammu and Kashmir legislature. 

▪ Since August 5, 2019, Indian authorities have enacted various policies and restrictions 
that have escalated the disempowerment of IAK’s Muslims. Deutsche Welle and Rabble 
published analyses of this escalating domination and disempowerment.  

 
Denial of economic rights, including through the systematic expropriation of land and related 
private investments: 
 

▪ On January 18, 2023, there was an expropriation of 300 kanals of purported “state” land, 
followed by the expropriation of over 2,300 more kanals of purported “state” land on 
January 19, 2023.  

▪ The “anti-encroachment” drive, which began in January 2023, resulted in the 
expropriation of over 215,000 kanals of land and thousands being displaced or evicted. 

▪ On Feb. 21, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration announced new, controversial 
property taxes on both residential and non-residential properties. 

▪ The Jammu and Kashmir administration systematically evicted local businesses from 
their commercial enterprises and investments through the implementation of new Land 
Grant Rules. 

▪ The Jammu and Kashmir administration finalized a new policy to expand systematic 
evictions. 

▪ On May 23, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir High Court ruled that residents of Jammu and 
Kashmir had no rights to water that flows through their land. 

▪ The Indian government announced that it will auction off lithium deposits in the Reasi 
district. 

▪ On October 2, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration transferred land totaling 
135 kanals and two Marlas in Budgam and 23 Kanals and 13 Marlas in Baramulla to 
India’s Defense Ministry. 

▪ The Jammu and Kashmir administration continued to dispossess and evict indigenous 
communities from forest dwellings in IAK. 

https://article-14.com/post/next-in-new-delhi-s-playbook-to-quell-kashmir-dissent-no-passport-for-protestors--6119cd30a304c
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/in-kashmir-strict-police-verification-leaves-hundreds-without-jobs-passports/article66584095.ece
https://thewire.in/government/are-jks-reservation-laws-being-changed-to-further-politically-marginalise-kashmir
https://theprint.in/india/centre-introduces-bills-for-sc-st-in-jammu-kashmir-in-lok-sabha/1686819/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/centre-to-amend-law-to-reserve-assembly-seats-for-pok-displaced-kashmiri-migrants-8854980/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/centre-to-amend-law-to-reserve-assembly-seats-for-pok-displaced-kashmiri-migrants-8854980/
https://kashmirlife.net/three-seats-in-jammu-kashmir-assembly-being-reserved-323307/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/8/5/indias-kashmir-clampdown-continues-four-years-after-article-370-abrogated
https://www.dw.com/en/india-how-four-years-of-direct-rule-have-impacted-kashmir/a-66442014
https://www.dw.com/en/india-how-four-years-of-direct-rule-have-impacted-kashmir/a-66442014
https://rabble.ca/human-rights/india-administered-kashmir-four-years-later/
https://rabble.ca/human-rights/india-administered-kashmir-four-years-later/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/01/18/govt-accelerates-anti-encroachment-drive-in-jk/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/01/19/over-2300-kanal-land-retrieved-in-1-day-jk-admin/
https://www.milligazette.com/news/12-special-reports/34035-anxiety-and-chaos-in-kashmir-as-changed-land-laws-make-way-for-the-bulldozer/
https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/property-tax-to-be-imposed-from-april-1-in-jammu-kashmir-here-is-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/property-tax-to-be-imposed-from-april-1-in-jammu-kashmir-here-is-everything-you-need-to-know/
https://www.theweek.in/theweek/statescan/2023/04/08/effects-of-new-land-grant-rules-in-jammu-and-kashmir.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/north-and-central/anti-encroachment-drive-to-resume-in-jammu-and-kashmir-after-center-s-nod-1210787.html
https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/jk-finalizes-anti-encroachment-policy-top-officials-discuss-it-with-home-ministry/
http://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/admin-likely-to-roll-out-anti-encroachment-policy-in-jammu-kashmir-here-is-what-the-policy-says/
http://thekashmiriyat.co.uk/admin-likely-to-roll-out-anti-encroachment-policy-in-jammu-kashmir-here-is-what-the-policy-says/
https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/jammu-kashmir/jammu-kashmir-ladakh-high-court-every-water-source-is-government-property-229465
https://www.livelaw.in/high-court/jammu-kashmir/jammu-kashmir-ladakh-high-court-every-water-source-is-government-property-229465
https://www.rediff.com/business/report/lithium-reserves-found-in-jammu-and-kashmir-put-on-bidding-block/20230503.htm
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/10/02/158-kanal-land-in-kashmir-transferred-to-defence-in-lieu-of-tatoo-ground/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/10/02/158-kanal-land-in-kashmir-transferred-to-defence-in-lieu-of-tatoo-ground/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/24/issuing-eviction-notices-to-forest-dwellers-violates-apex-court-ruling/
https://kashmirobserver.net/2023/07/24/issuing-eviction-notices-to-forest-dwellers-violates-apex-court-ruling/


10 

 

 
The acceleration of settler colonialism and forced demographic change: 
 

▪ On April 26, 2023, the Indian-appointed chief executive of Jammu and Kashmir 
inaugurated 576 residential accommodations in colonial settlements. The Indian 
government is constructing 6,000 such “transit” accommodations. Various 
“slumdweller” settlements for groups aligned with the BJP have also been erected. 

▪ In June 2023, reports emerged that “domicile certificates” had been issued to 61,47,482 
people. 

▪ On July 5, 2023, the Indian-appointed chief executive of Jammu and Kashmir announced 
a policy to give away land in IAK to 199,000 beneficiaries by 2024. 

▪ Over a million people, 96% of whom are Hindu, gained the right to vote in Jammu and 
Kashmir for the first time. 698,800 of them received “domicile certificates,'' including 
7,346 Indian bureaucrats and military personnel. 

▪ Since 2019, at least 185 people from outside IAK have bought land and at least 1,559 
Indian companies have made investments in IAK. 
 

Denial of cultural rights, including through the Indianization of local names and systematic 
promotion of Hindi: 

 
▪ The Jammu and Kashmir State Council of Educational Research and Training proposed 

making Hindi language classes mandatory in schools. 
▪ Indian authorities removed the literature of poet Agha Shahid Ali and novelist Basharat 

Peer from the Master of Arts in English curriculum in IAK. 
▪ The Jammu and Kashmir administration renamed 31 schools and one road to 

commemorate Indian armed forces. A primary school was renamed to commemorate 
Zahoor Ahmed Parray, a state-sponsored militiaman notorious for grave human rights 
violations. 

▪ On December 9, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir Cultural Academy hosted a Hindi-
language cultural program to promote Hindi in the region. 

▪ On December 9, 2023, the Jammu and Kashmir administration renamed Jhelum Stadium 
to General Bipin Rawat Stadium. Bipin Rawat was India’s former chief of defense staff 
who was widely known in IAK for his demonization of Kashmiris and celebration of 
Indian war criminals. 

 
In addition, the following related developments in 2023 are especially noteworthy: 
 

▪ The revised National Council for Educational Research and Training Class XI political 
science textbook removed the following statement: “For example, the accession of 
Jammu and Kashmir to the Indian union was based on a commitment to safeguard its 
autonomy under Article 370 of the Constitution.” 

▪ The G20 Tourism Working Group meeting was held in Srinagar from May 22-25, 2023. 
Leading up to the meeting, the Indian government heightened the denial of locals’ rights 
to free movement, increased raids and arbitrary arrests, and closed schools and stores. 

https://thekashmirwalla.com/lg-sinha-inaugurates-flats-for-kashmiri-pandit-employees/
https://www.greaterkashmir.com/kashmir/constructing-6000-transit-accommodations-for-kashmiri-migrant-employees-govt-informs-parliament
https://twitter.com/QabaelAai/status/1653100537984741376?s=46
https://twitter.com/QabaelAai/status/1653100537984741376?s=46
https://odishatv.in/news/national/61-47-482-domicile-certificates-issued-in-jammu-and-kashmir-206392
https://odishatv.in/news/national/61-47-482-domicile-certificates-issued-in-jammu-and-kashmir-206392
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/jammu-and-kashmir-land-endowment-scheme-controversy-demographic-change-fears/article67106410.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/jammu-and-kashmir-land-endowment-scheme-controversy-demographic-change-fears/article67106410.ece
https://www.yahoo.com/news/indias-ruling-party-tightening-grip-030435734.html
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/185-outsiders-bought-land-in-jammu-and-kashmir-in-last-3-years-centre-3922369
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/185-outsiders-bought-land-in-jammu-and-kashmir-in-last-3-years-centre-3922369
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/185-outsiders-bought-land-in-jammu-and-kashmir-in-last-3-years-centre-3922369
https://www.newsclick.in/jk-row-over-proposed-move-make-hindi-language-mandatory-students
https://thewire.in/government/kashmir-university-agha-shahid-ali-basharat-peer-dropped
https://thewire.in/government/kashmir-university-agha-shahid-ali-basharat-peer-dropped
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/15/jk-admin-names-31-schools-road-after-slain-armed-forces-personnel/
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/jk-names-31-schools-and-roads-after-martyred-police-heroes-2421593-2023-08-15
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/30/bandipora-govt-school-named-after-killed-security-guard-of-kuka-parray/
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/30/bandipora-govt-school-named-after-killed-security-guard-of-kuka-parray/
https://freepresskashmir.news/2023/08/30/bandipora-govt-school-named-after-killed-security-guard-of-kuka-parray/
https://www.kljp.org/articles/india-indias-secret-army-in-kashmir-new-patterns-of-abuse-emerge-in-the-conflict
https://www.kljp.org/articles/india-indias-secret-army-in-kashmir-new-patterns-of-abuse-emerge-in-the-conflict
https://www.kljp.org/articles/india-indias-secret-army-in-kashmir-new-patterns-of-abuse-emerge-in-the-conflict
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYkM576uAC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYkM576uAC0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYkM576uAC0
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/stadium-in-j-ks-baramulla-named-after-gen-rawat-4647842
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/01/17/world/asia/india-kashmir-camps.html
https://thewire.in/government/army-chiefs-defends-human-shield-says-dirty-war-needs-innovative-response
https://thewire.in/government/army-chiefs-defends-human-shield-says-dirty-war-needs-innovative-response
https://thewire.in/education/maulana-azad-jammu-kashmir-ncert-dropped
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/25/india-kashmir-g20-tourism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/05/25/india-kashmir-g20-tourism/
https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/india-g20-kashmir-normalcy-raids-b2343400.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/north-and-central/no-curbs-anywhere-in-kashmir-ahead-of-g20-meet-jk-police-1220094.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/national/north-and-central/no-curbs-anywhere-in-kashmir-ahead-of-g20-meet-jk-police-1220094.html
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Indian forces also escalated extrajudicial killings in the build-up to the meetings, killing at 
least 12. 

▪ The completed Chenab Rail Bridge will further facilitate India’s military occupation of 
IAK. A former commander of the Indian army called it "a real game changer for…military 
capability." 

▪ Indian authorities raised and armed new Hindu militias in IAK. 
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